Book reviews 951 crept in during translation. The book is very adequately supplied with references. This work makes stimulating, but sometimes controversial, reading. It should appeal to a wider audience than its title might suggest. A J SALSBURY Pharmacological Principles and Practice by W D M Paton DM FRS and J P Payne MB FFA RCS DA pp ix+417 illustrated cloth 75s paperback 50s London: J & A Churchill 1968
Professors Paton and Payne, each distinguished in his own field of scientific endeavour, set out to provide a practical amalgamation of laboratory pharmacology and clinical therapeutics. The result is a most interesting work which will certainly be appreciated by postgraduate students reading it with a background knowledge of clinical practice. They, and their teachers, should applaud the authors for the emphasis placed on the use of drugs to control bodily functions, and for the readiness to illustrate drug actions in terms of human therapeutics. The reader must not look for a complete clinical picture of every pharmacological agent, nor indeed of the complications caused occasionally by some of them. Such criticism is minor, for it was a prime intention of the authors to produce a compact, rather than a comprehensive, text. This very readable book suggests a happy and useful collaboration during its writing.
W D WYLIE
Advances in Enzyme Regulation Volume 5: Proceedings of fifth symposium on Regulation of Enzyme Activity and Synthesis in Normal and Neoplastic Tissue, Indianapolis, October 3 and 4 1966 edited by George Weber ppxiv+469 £610s $20 Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1967 The Indianapolis meeting maintains its impetus and its high standard. Each year its proceedings give an account of experimental work, and of theoretical concepts, in and around the important advancing and complex field of mammalian enzyme regulation.
The material likely to be of most interest to medical scientists includes: the brief report of Chance et al. on localized intracellular enzyme assay (with their usual brilliant methodology); the observations of Goldstein and Schooler on the control of renal glutaminase by ammonia, and the effects of acidosiswith the discussion; the studies of Williamson on the effects of glucagon fatty acids and anti-insulin serum on gluconeogenesis and ketogenesis; the survey of Weber et al. on regulation of enzymes of gluconeogenesis (the discussion here seemed to be incompletely reported); the summarized comments of White and Makman on the opposing effects of cortisol and progesterone on RNA/DNA/protein synthesis; the work of Olson and Carpenter on a possible relation between vitamin E deficiency, creatine phosphokinase, and muscular dystrophy in rabbits; the report of Katzen on the relation between insulin activity, translocases, and hexokinase isoenzymes; the outstanding theoretical contribution by Riggs on feedback (essential reading); and the review lecture by Krebs on the metabolic importance of the NAD/NADH2 ratio. I found the book duller to read than in previous years. The topics were more scattered, with less unifying themes. The papers were printed as to be read (or even filed, e.g. Smith et al.) rather than listened to, and there was not much printed discussion. The IUB terminology is still not uniformly used.
It is not possible to work on any fundamental aspects of enzymology without having the series of volumes readily available. This year's volume maintains the position, and we remain grateful to the editor and publishers. Any textbook that survives thirty-six years and runs to ten editions and many reprintings could be said to render reviewing unnecessary since it has clearly satisfied the needs of those for whom it was intended. There seems no reason to suppose that the new edition will not enjoy equal success. Nevertheless, it could be argued that surgical pathology no longer exists as a proper subject since surgical science now extends to all disease processes and virtually all systems. Might not surgeons object to the omission of hepatic cirrhosis from this volume? Certainly portacaval anastomoses and hepatic transplants are now in the surgeon's repertoire. Sir Charles Illingworth and the late Mr Dick have worked very hard to bring this volume up to date, but as fast as they can include rheumatoid arthritis and mitral stenosis, new diseases fall within the grasp of the surgeons. Already this famous book differs from comprehensive pathological texts mainly in its emphasis.
One of the best features of the work is a determined emphasis on pathological mechanism as opposed to mere description. This is well seen in the brief general pathology section where a succinct account of factors affecting wound healing can be faulted only by the omission of the
